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Editorial Policy
The Bagpipe is an open 

forum for student expression. 
The writing, editing, graphics 
and photography are contrib-

uted by students currently 
enrolled in the Journalism 
101 Class and the Bagpipe 
Newspaper Club of Thorn-

ridge High School.  Editorial 
articles strictly reflect the 

opinions of the student writer 
and should not be a represen-
tation of the Bagpipe staff or 

advisors.

Students can order any 
pictures that are in the news-

paper or displayed in the 
cafeteria by simply stopping 

by the Bagpipe office to pick-
up an order form.

 

Prices are as follows: 

4” x 6”     $1.00

5” x 7”     $5.00

8” x 10”   $8.00

Order as many as 
wanted.  Be sure to 

include payment when drop-
ping off the order form to 

either 
Mrs. Joseph in the library or 

Ms. Zachery in B220.

     As teenagers find them-
selves dependent on social 
media, they open themselves 
up to a world of cruel and 
brutal cyberbullying. In the 
past, technology was not 
as advanced as it is today. 
Cyberbullying was non-exis-
tent.  The website Study.com 
states, “15% of teens say they 
were the target for online cru-
elty. Also, 41% of the teens 
had a horrific experience 
as a result of using a social 
networking site.” In fact, it 
is easier dealing with one 
or two 
bullies at 
school,  
the local 
park, or 
even at 
home.  
Howev-
er, this 
does not 
minimize 
physical 
bullying, 
when you 
are in a 
world 
where 
there is 
a multi-
tudinous 
amount 
of cruel, 
com-
bative, 
degenerate, and unrestrained 
people. 
     It is imperative to become 
cautious about your own 
life. Because according to 
the considerable number of 
crimes regarding social me-

users of social media includ-
ing teenagers. Social media 
gives criminals more than 
helpful advantages to hunt 
their prey and violate them. 
It enables cyberbullying 
amongst teenage users. And 
quite frankly, social media 

strips 
away a 
teen-
ager’s 
ability 
to be 
inde-
pen-
dent.
  In 
con-
clu-
sion, 
social 
media 
is one 

of the 
most 
dan-
gerous 
forms of 

adversity that a
teenager could experience in 
this day of age. Therefore, 
teenagers will taste defeat
at such a young age and will 
be more likely to devalue 
themselves. To prevent teen-
age homicide, mental insani-
ty, and unfortunately suicide, 
teenagers must redirect their 
focus from social media. 
Within the redirection pro-
cess, teens should focus on 
the vital aspects of their lives 
because you only get one. Life 
as a teenager without social 
media would increase compe-
tence and lower the chances 
of any untimely casualties. 
Social media is a great evil to 
the future.

are at stake every time you 
are active on social media.    
Further more, the most essen-
tial reason social 
media is extreme-
ly dangerous for  
teenagers is simply 
because it is dan-
gerous. 
  It is proven that 
the option to be 
available to a vast 
number of strang-
ers is problematic 
for young adults. 
An establishment 

called 
YouthOr-
ganization.
com that 
studies teen-
age issues 
stated, “12% 
of teens say 
they have witnessed 
unpleasant behavior 
frequently on social 
networking sites.” 
Also, “8% of the 
teens were involved 
in physical fights 
because of some-
thing that was posted 
on a social media 
networking site.”
     According to 
Guard Child Youth, 
social media influ-
ences teenagers to 
act upon their neg-

ativity and stray away from 
positivity. Moreover, over 2 
billion people are active users 
on social media and thou-
sands of them are pedophiles, 
rapists, and murders. At any 
given time, an internet preda-

Sonja Bradley, Mya Norwood, Jalen McGregor, and Ayomide 
Kay-Oldimeji are four friends who did not let social media corrupt 

their friendships.  This is what true friendship looks like! 
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TEENS vs. SOCIAL MEDIA 
By

CORREY WRIGHT

 
Eddie Collins, 12, is a per-

son filled with kindness and 
warmth.  Social Media who?

teenager and do horrible 
things to their victim. Guard 
Child Youth Organization 
goes on to state that, “33% 
of all internet-initiated sex 
crimes involved social net-
working sites.” How can we 
have optimism for the future, 

if social media predators are 
violating its future?  
     Those who do believe 
that social media is a good 
influence on teenagers, would 
most certainly not agree with 
my aforementioned points for 
several reasons.  They might 
point out that social media 
allows teens to express them-
selves in ways that are not 
too revealing.  They might 
highlight the fact that some 
amazing businesses on social 
media contribute to the 
beneficial aspects of society 
and teens. They might even 
argue how social media is 
where creativity can earn 
profitable money. All these 
points would be considered 
valid if they all did not re-
quire extreme publicity for all

Teenage Love: Is It Real? 

                                                                              By Ashley Wilkerson

     Where do individuals 
learn to love? As children 
we watch television shows 
and emulate those around us 
that show compassion and 
cordiality. Creations of folk-
tales have manipulated how 
adolescents view love. The 
media does not realistically 
portray teenage love. Tele-
vision shows and cinematic 
romance movies portray high 
school as a fairytale, when it 
is completely different. These 
films can toggle with teens 
self concept and self-esteem, 
by constantly conveying 
kind, sincere gestures as love, 
when it in actuality these are 
not always people’s inten-

tions. Love is not an act 
based on how you feel, but it 
a feeling that you can act on.   
     Assuredly, there is a 
difference between being in 
love, having love for some-
one, and liking them. Anyone 
can gift you with flowers 
everyday, but it takes being 
in love to strive with them, 
uplift them, support them, 
and efficiently flourish to-
gether so that both of you can 
accomplish your goals with 
equal stability. 
     Moreover,  one’s upbring-
ing contributes to how they 
express empathy, show sym-
pathy, and behave towards 
others. 

     Homosexuality doesn’t 
have to be in social media for 
it to be relevant, but seeing 
public figures can influence 
one’s confidence in being 
themselves. One can be-
more comfortably open to be 
themselves in their sexuality 
exploration. 
     Arguably, teenagers,do not 
entirely have the capability 
and mental capacity to be in 
love. However, “highschool 
sweethearts” do exist and it 
is very possible to maintain 
a relationship throughout 
high school, but this takes an 
immense amount of maturity 
from both sides to accom-
plish. Love means different 
things during the stages of 
life. Considering high school-
express empathy, show sym-
pathy, and behave towards 
others. 

is only temporary, one ma-
tures and develops different 
traits and habits. Having to 
depend on oneself to obtain
necessities to live, grants  
freedom to identify self, 
wants, and opportunity. The 
person you might presumably 
be in love with could have a 
different mindset  regarding 
future goals, lifestyle. With 
open mindedness and exten-
sive contemplation, one can 
compromise be with some-
one, , if you think is best. Be-
ing in love takes prodigious 
time.
     Nevertheless, teenagers in 
love need to ruminate over 
their maturity state, emo-
tional endurance, priorities, 
boundaries, and what 
can be acquired in the rela-
tionship before deciding to 
commit to someone else. 
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How We Have to Help and Not Hurt 
the Community

                                                                       

                                            By Stephanie Mikell Johnson

     With a system rigged 
against the black and brown 
community, we have to keep 
guns out of our hands and 
off the streets. According 
to, https://www.areavibes.
com/dolton-il/crime/, firearm 
homicides are 81% in urban 
areas. Everyone is being 
affected by this, people are 
losing their family, friends, 
and loved ones.
     This has been affecting 
the community of Dolton, 
Illinois a lot lately. In Au-
gust of 2019, there were two 
homicides within a week 
of each other: a mother of 
3 and a teenage girl. Both 
of these victims got a bullet 
that wasn’t intended for them 
ending their lives. Doltons’ 
crime rate has spiked 6% 
in over a year. Good people 
have moved out and bad 
people have moved in. Ac-
cording to Spotcrime.com, in 
the last six months the town 
has experienced 81 shootings 
and 519 arrests, making the 
crime rate 26% higher than 
the previous month. Boys & 
girls need programs to keep 
them out of the street and 
safe. Start promoting more 
programs like BAM, WOW, 
and SAVE in order to help 
and not hurt our teens.

     Overall, Dolton is a great 
place to live, raise kids and 
go to school. The community 
is just going through a rough 
patch. District 205 schools 
weren’t going to stand for that 
this year and hosted the 2nd 
Annual Hands Across Har-
vey. Thornridge, Thornwood, 
and Thorton schools came 
out and held hands on a very 
busy street in Harvey. The 
cold didn’t stop the event. 
     Fun activities included 
dancing, rapping and singing. 
Thornridges’ very own Egbe 
Onaghama(12), a student 
board member, encouraged 
the crowd to join in chants 
and enjoy the festivities.  
When asked how does it 
feel to be apart of HAH, she 
informed that, “Hands Across 
Harvey is just a small part if 
what we want the violence to 
stop.  We have to take charge 
with the next generation. It 
starts with us.” 
     The mayor of Harvey, 
Christopher Clark, is a 
Thornridge Alum.  He said 
that he loved that lots of 
young people showed up. He 
went on to talk about how 
students really make a dif-
ference and can change the 
world just with an effort.
 

Asia Rogers, Carde Williams and Stephanie Johnson

Thornridge Students, Freshman-Seniors, at Hands Across Harvey.

Semester 1 
Final Exam 

Schedule

Tuesday, January 28, 2020
Period Start End

1 7:30 9:10 Final 
Exam

2 9:15 10:55 Final 
Exam

3 11:00 12:40 Final 
Exam

Dismiss 12:40 Final 
Exam

12:45 1:10 Lunch

 Wednesday, January 29, 2020
Period Start End
4/5 or 
5/6

8:25 9:55 Final 
Exam

6/7 or 
7/8

10:00 11:30 Final 
Exam

Dismiss 11:30
11:35 12:10 Op-

tional 
Lunch

Thursday, January 30, 2020
Period Start End
8//9 or 
9/10

8:25 9:55 Final 
Exam

11 10:00 11:30 Final 
Exam

Dismiss 11:30
11:35 12:10 Op-

tioal 
Lunch

Friday, January 31, 2020
Make-Up Day
Make-up Day.  

Teachers finalize 
grades.  All grades 
must be completed 
prior to 3:00 pm on 

01/31/2020

SAT Testing

April 14, 2020
SAT Testing for all Juniors 
and for Seniors who did not 

take the SAT as Juniors.

April 15, 2020
PSAT for all Freshman and 

Sophomores.

 April 28, 2020
Make up testing for all 

students who missed testing



Roses are red and violets 
are blue if you get kid-

napped, what will you do?
      As of right now, 612,869 
people from all walks of life 
are missing in the United 
States. Not just Blacks, but 
also Whites, Asians, Indians, 
and other ethnicities. Sadly, it 
is affecting everyone physi-
cally, mentally and emotion-
ally. The problem needs to 
stop! Innocent lives are being 
lost and families are being 
demolished due to senseless 
acts of violence. According 
to the article Human Rights 
(2019), “Sex Trafficking is 
the highest-paid black market 
business to this day and 30%  
of human trafficking victims 
are children”.  30% of chil-
dren that are kidnapped are 
female. This issue needs to be 
resolved.

8 Tips to Prevent Kidnapping 
and/or Being Sold into a Sex 

Trafficking Ring 
  1. Keep clear communica-
tion between you and your 
guardian or an adult that you 
trust.  
  2. Do not take anything 
from a stranger.
  3. Establish a plan of action. 
Be well prepared ahead of 
time. Prepare for the worst 
and hope for the best. 
  4.  Purchase pepper spray to 
protect yourself just in case a 
predator approaches you. 
   5.   If you meet a new 
person, make sure someone 
knows where you’re going 
and who you’re meeting. 
  6.  Leave word with a fam-
ily member or friend where 
you’re headed and give the 
name and details of the per-
son you’re about to meet       
  7. Never forget to vary your 
routine. Think about going 
through your back door or 
side instead of the front. 
  8.  According to Global 
Underwriters (2018), “Re-
member your representation 
matters. The way you truly 
represent yourself is import-
ant in society. Walk with your 
head held high and your back 
straightened, remember con-
fidence is key.”
  Keep a small amount of 
cash on you and carry your 
bag across your body instead 
of in your hand. Please do not 
bring unnecessary attention 
to yourself. Do not accept 
food or drinks from anyone 
even family. So everyone 
please be careful and watch 
your surroundings.
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STOLEN IN THE 
NIGHT 
by
Lauryn S. Dubose

Rep. Ayanna Pressley goes public 
with alopecia and baldness

By Leanne Italie (Associated Press)
January 16, 2020

NEW YORK (AP) — Rep. 
Ayanna Pressley, whose hair 
twists have been an inspira-
tion to young girls and part 
of her personal identity and 
political brand, said Thursday 
that she has gone bald due to 
the auto immune condition 
alopecia.
     The freshman Massachu-
setts Democrat made a touch-
ing video for The Root, the 
African American-focused 
website, in which she revealed 
her bald head and said she 
felt compelled to go public 
due to the impact her Senega-
lese twists had on supporters.
     Senegalese twists are a 
protective hairstyle worn 
by black women, much like 
braided hairstyles. Her style 
was noteworthy in how 
Afrocentric it was. In many 
corporations, black women 
are expected to wear their 
hair straightened (though 
their hair tends to be more 
coily) and the legacy of black 
women wearing their hair 
close to or in its natural state 
is fraught and intertwined 
with the legacy of racism.
She called her hair story 
“both personal and political” 
as she embraced her twists, 
but noticed back in the fall 
that her hair was falling out. 
The hair loss progressed in 
chunks until the night before 
the Dec. 18 House vote on 
impeachment articles against 
President Donald Trump, 
when she said she lost the last 
of it.
     “I didn’t have the luxury of 
mourning what felt like the 
loss of a limb,” Pressley said. 
“It was a moment of transfor-
mation not of my choosing.”
     She donned a wig, ex-
plained her vote from the 
podium on the House floor, 
then fled to abathroom stall.
“I felt naked, exposed, vul-
nerable. I felt embarrassed. I 
felt ashamed. I felt betrayed,” 

Pressley said. “And then I 
also felt that I was partici-
pating in a cultural betrayal 
because of all the little girls 
who write me letters, come 
up to me, take selfies with 
me. Hashtag twist nation.”
     Pressley kept her hair loss 
a secret, revealing her con-
dition only to close friends 
and family, but she knew she 
would go public when she 
felt ready.
     “I felt like I owed all those 
little girls an explanation,” 
she said. “My husband says 
I don’t, that everything isn’t 
political. The reality is I’m 
black, I’m a black woman, 
and I’m a black woman in 
politics, and everything I do 
is political.”
Alopecia areata is a common 
autoimmune skin disease, 
causing hair loss on the scalp, 
face and sometimes on other 
areas of the body, according 
to the website of the National 
Alopecia Areata Foundation. 
The National Institutes of 
Health says nearly 2% of 
Americans have the disease.
     Debra Hare-Bey, a master 
braider and cosmetologist in 
Brooklyn, told The Associat-
ed Press that Pressley’s twist 
styles were a powerful mes-
sage in the black community, 
and alopecia is a persistent 
problem.
“We’ve been discriminated 
against on the basis of our 
hair. It’s a very prideful thing 
to be able to wear your hair 
in its natural state and not 
have someone discriminate 
against you,” she said.

Hare-Bey pointed to a move-
ment co-founded by Dove, 
called the CROWN Coali-
tion (Creating a Respectful 
and Open World for Natural 
Hair), with the National Ur-
ban League, Color Of Change 
and the Western Center on 
Law and Poverty. The mis-

sion is to push for anti-hair 
discrimination legislation on 
the state level.
     The coalition sponsored 
The CROWN Act, which has 
been signed into law in Cali-
fornia, the first state to make 
hair discrimination illegal. 
The bill has recently passed 
both the New York Senate 
and the Assembly and has 
also been introduced in New 
Jersey. The bills, according 
to the coalition’s website, 
ensure that traits historically 
associated with race, such as 
hair texture and hairstyle, are 
protected from discrimination 
in the workplace and in K-12 
public and charter schools.
     Pressley, meanwhile, said 
she’s still trying to find her 
way forward in her alopecia 
journey and went public to 
free herself from the secret. 
She joked about her nick-
names for her wigs, including 
one she dubbed “FLOTUS, 
because it feels very Michelle 
Obama to me.”
     “I am making peace with 
alopecia,” she said. “I have 
not arrived there. ... but I’m 
making progress every day.”

Tasty Pasta Salad
Staff Recipe

 This salad is a great choice 
for a light meal served with 

grilled fish or grilled chicken.

• Fresh vegetables all color 
and essential vitamins

• The low-fat dressing 
substitutes for high fat 
mayonnaise

• Pasta is a fantastic source 
of vitamin B

Preparation Time:
     20 minutes plus chilling 
time

Cooking Time:
     10 minutes

Serves 6
Ingredients:
1 lb           corkscrew pasta
2 1/2 cps   thinly sliced car-
rots  
2 cps         brococoli flower-
ettes
2  cps        red or green pep-
pers 
                 cut in strips 
1 cp          red onion finely 
chopped
 
Dressing:
1 cp          plain nonfat yogurt
1/2 cp       reduced calorie 
mayo
1/4 cp       chopped fresh 
parsley
2 Tbsp      fresh lemon juice
2 tsp         dried dillweed

1.  Cook pasta according 
to package directions. Add 
carrots and broccoli three 
minutes before pasta is done. 
Drain, rinse under cold water. 
Drain again.

2.  In a large bowl, mix bell 
peppers and onion.  Add 
pasta. Mix.

3. Make dressing. In a medi-
um bowl, mix yogurt, mayo, 
parsley. lemon juice and 
dillweed.

4.  Pour dressing over pasta 
mixture. Cover and chill for 
at least an hour.

Cooking Tip:  Select broccoli 
with tightly packed, blue-green 
flowerets and firm stems.

Mango  Yum-Yum 
by  Staff Writer

     There is nothing like a cool 
refreshing smoothie after a 
work-out, challenging day at 
school or just because you 
have a taste for a little bit of 
thirsst quenching sunshine.
     The following recipe ful-
fills all of those points and is 
super easy to make!

Ingredients:
1 cp        Mango Juice
1 cp        Pineapple Sherbert
1 1/2 cp  Frozen Mango
1 cp        Ice

Combine all ingredients in a 
blender. Pour into a frosted 
glass and enjoy!

Photo Courtesy of  google.com



In Memoriam                
I will always remember her 
bright smile, her vibrant 
spirit and her high pitched 
squeaky voice running into 
the E104 Office saying, “Hey 
Ms. Walker!” Britanee was 
always a breath of fresh air 
and a delight to be around. 
She will definitely be missed! 
Gone Much Too Soon! Fly 
High Angel!

Love, 

Ms. Audra Walker

I first met Britanee Foster when she graduated from 8th grade, but had yet to start her fresh-
man year here at Thornridge High School.  However, she already knew she wanted to be a 
Cheerleader.  Britanee came to one of my practices and introduced herself to me.  The first 
thing I noticed was that big beautiful smile.  She was always so happy and full of energy.  
Britanee started coming to every practice, not only did she come, she participated.  She was so 
good at cheering, until we knew that we wanted her to be a part of our team. Not only did she 
make the team, but the following year, she was named Co-captain of our Junior Varsity Team 
(JV).  I am also proud to say that I was the first to be called “Ma” by Britanee.  It wasn’t long 
before she had other moms at TR because she was loved by so many.  On behalf of myself, 
and the Thornridge High School Cheerleaders, class of 2012 through 2015 we would like to 
say: “We love you Britanee!”

Sincerely,

Ms. Leah Lewis

Britanee was the sweetest 
young lady! She made it a 
point to come into my class-
room regularly to just say 
hello. Her smile and energy 
was genuine and infectious. 
She could instantly light up a 
room whenever she entered. 
She will be missed.

~Ms. K. Dixon

We were reading Things Fall 
Apart and to help the students 
cope with the tragedy of the 
death of Ikemefuma, we had 
a funeral/tribute. Britanee and 
her friend decided to host. 
Britanee took the extra credit 
of dressing in black. She de-
cided to sing Amazing Grace. 
She sang beautifully; give or 
take a few giggles. Britanee 
was a beautiful young lady 
with a gracious soul. I truly 
appreciated how despite her 
challenges she was aware that 
she needed to change her at-
titude because she wanted to 
be a better person. Honestly 
Britanee embodied the type 
student all teachers would 
appreciate; she accepted 
correction, acknowledged her 
shortcomings, and she made 
the extra effort to change. She 
accomplished her goal as a 
Junior and definitely during 
her senior year. She made the 
change and she flourished; 
I applauded her renewed 
attitude and I encouraged her 
to keep up the good works. 
I was delighted to see her 
come back to TR after she 
graduated. She told me about 
the college experience and all 
of the activities she joined. I 
was so proud of her. Most of 
all the sparkle in her eyes and 
the inner joy she had attained 
from being her “best self”.

~Mrs. L. Fleming -Willis

Britanee was amazing! She 
always had a smile and 
couldn't stop it from happen-
ing.  This picture was from 
the start of forensics class. 
She was supposed to look 
mean or sad,  we took it a 
million times because she 
couldn't stop smiling! Her 
attitude and personality made 
every day better. She was 
highly competitive and tried 
to take everyone down on the 
Michael  Jackson Wii experi-
ence.  She made us all better 
people for knowing her. She 
is going to smiling down on 
us. Its heartbreaking to have 
her gone too soon. 

~Ms. K. MacNamara“We love you Britanee Foster”

We remember the family during this season of loss. 
May we remember to cherish all our students in her memory.  

~Mr. T. Porter 
Director of Pupil Personnel Services

Thornton Township District 205

She was and will always be 
my “Brick-Brack.” For me, 
she is off somewhere living 
her adorable life. 

~Ms. S. Jackson

Britanee was an amazing per-
son!  Anytime I think of Brit-
tanee, I think of her bright 
and shining smile, and how 
contagious it was.  She was 
always a joy to be around

~Ms. L. Pietraszewski.

I still don't have the words to 
properly explain how much 
you mean (meant) to me! You 
have been my baby since day 
1 funny because I dont even 
remember when I met you 
your freshmen year because 
I never had you in class, yo 
butt just appeared and NEV-
ER left my side (and I'm so 
grateful) I can't bring myself 
to delete our many Marco 
Polos and texts not yet.... I 
miss you so much and you 
random calling me all loud 
"Mommmmyyy whatcha 
doing?" Well baby girl, I'm 
missing you.... You'll always 
have a piece of my heart.

~Ms. D. Ousley
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Did you get ..... 

PAGE 6            CAUGHT IN ACTION            THE BAGPIPE                                                             WINTER EDITION  2020



                  ...Caught In Action

All pictures featured in the 
Bagpipe are available for 
purchase.  Please come see 

Ms. Zachery in B220.
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AVID Leads The 
Way Into The 

Future
AVID week is Feb 10 – 13th 

Are you interested in being apart of the best academic group 
here at TR?  If you want to learn more about good study hab-
its, get extra help with organization, academics, visit colleges 
and careers, and participate in bettering your community then 
AVID is for you!! 

Being involved with AVID helps students increase test scores, 
improve grades, and helps even the most unorganized student 
be organized. You will also learn about teamwork, camarade-
rie, and create long lasting friendships. 

On Thursday February 13 during 11th period there will be an 
informational meeting about AVID for qualifying Thornridge 
students.

For more information please see Mrs. Martinez (B211), Mrs. 
Udu (C102), or Mrs. Edgerton (C101).

TO BE ONE: 
ASK ONE!!
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Poetry Corner
Reverse Poem
By~ Kianna Shegog

I care what EVERYBODY 
thinks of me
& I don’t believe that 
you should pave your own 
path
I know this might sound 
crazy, but 
“It’s okay to be independent”,
Is a lie
I care about the rumors going 
around
In 30 years, I will tell people 
that
I will be successful because I 
know
being “known”
Is more important than
my education
I can say this:
Once upon a time
Caring about your grades was 
important
But this will not be true in 
my era
“School is nothing”,
People tell me 
You can make money without 
an education
I do not conclude that
Paying attention in class will 
be worth my time
In the future,
You can only do what others 
think you should
No longer can it be said that
You should follow your own 
path
It will be clear that
I am a follower
It’s crazy to assume that
I can make my own decisions

& all of this will come true, 
unless we reverse it...

We. Are Not. United. 
By Qiana Freeman 

We are a nation 
Full of people 
Who don’t understand the 
     word,
“United” 
United:
Based on the Latin word
ūnītus
Which means “join togeth-
er”
We 
Are Not
United.
See, our nation is full 
Of those who choose 
Judge or be judge
Kill or be killed 
We survive on others 
     misfortune. 
We 
Are Not
United. 
We fought for the indepen- 
     dence of our nation
Because our leader mis-
treated 
Us and our ways we live
Judged us and scorned us
Yet we do the same 
To our very own
We 
Are not
United. 
We all make mistakes
We all are imperfect
We are all selfish
We are all full of emotion
We are human. 
Yet, 
We shame each other.
Blame each other. 
Hurt ‘till we cry

Yet,
We kill each other 
We fill each other 
With dishonest, disloyal 
lies 
We
Are not
United. 
So,
What should we be 
The U. S.of A for?
When even as our states 
were young
And the title we made
The law we chose
Saying every man is to be 
treated equal, 
Meant only certain races.
When that statue in NYC, 
That used to stand for liber-
ty and peace
And any immigrant who 
wants it is welcome,
Now stands as a warning 
against others 
A sign
Against peace
Against what we pretend 
we stand for. 
No matter how much we 
try 
A lie
We 
Are not
United.
We should be.
We could be.
But,
We 
Are not 
United. 

Looch’s Correctional Facility
By Sonja Bradley

The siren will sound
Like sharp nails screeching down a chalkboard.
I will continue to stare at the gray simplistic wall--
Until the siren sounds.

“Ring!” Time to clean.
The officers attempt to keep us in line
Giving us pointless tasks that won’t be of much benefit.
The prisoners who complete the tasks will leave here soon;
However, years are added to those who don’t!

“Ring!” Time to exercise.
The police chief visits occasionally
Usually it’s to ensure that the prisoners are responding well to 
 Their damaged, dysfunctional, demoralized system;
Though I don’t think the officers like the chief much.
Every time he comes around you can feel the soundless whispers
 From those who work for him.

“Ring!” Time to eat.
Preachers are the ones we love most
They replenish our spirits and encourage our minds.
Unfortunately, we don’t get to see them much
Because the officers are more worried about their task than our 
Mentality.

My sentence is 12 years
I’m almost done;
But it’s only a matter of time
Until I’m convicted to my next one.

R&B and  Soul To      
 SooThe YouR eaRS 

By 
Stephanie Mikell  Johnson

     Music creates a vibe that 
soothes the soul and creates 
emotions. Old school R&B 
and new schools are totally 
different  but still make us 
want to sing our hearts out. If 
you’re in your feelings or just 
like vibing to the music these 
are the right way to go.      
     R&B, meaning rhythm

measure and brings in the 
blues melodies and lyrics 
that rocked people’s worlds 
with the addition of vocal 
harmonies and urban envi-
ronment. These cats loved the 
beats and meaning behind the 
music.
     Since the 1940s, R&B 
has changed over time. In the 
beginning, it started with The
Buddies, Cab Calloway, and 
the Armstrongs. These
groups led the way for the 
next generation to come 
down the line. Women or 
men, these lovely groups 
have been the best over time: 
from The Supremes to The 
Temptations to The Jackson 
5. These groups paved the 
way for Motown, the out-
break of African Americans 
in the music business. Des-
    

and blues, come from negro 
spirituals, jazz, funk, and soul 
music. It popped in our world 
around the 1930s-1950s with 
R&B founder,Cab Calloway. 
Billboard Magazine started 
the term R&B music. Jerry 
Wexler, a then billboard writ-
er in 1949, introduced a new 
sound of the music he

heard that mixed jazz and 
blues that African Americans 
performed. Even though Jerry 
Wexler came up with the 
term,” rhythm and blues”, 
people started calling it “race 
music”, which was an offen-
sive label and billboard went 
back and used the correct 
term. 
     This genre of music start-
ed at honky-tonks and af-
ter-hours clubs where African 
Americans felt like they were 
at home and were able to be 
themselves and express emo-
tions with music and dancing. 
     With hip-hop starting to 
be a different form of rock 
and roll  R&B was labeled as 
“soft love song music” but 
it’s more than that. Rhythm 
and Blues started with 
rhythm in a four beat

tiny’s Child, New Edition, 
TLC, En Vogue, Jodeci, Jag-
ged Edge, and 112, these are 
just a few groups that made 
waves on the scene and paved 
the way for the new school.
     Even though R. Kelly 
has been making headlines 
in 2019, he is still a king of 
R&B no matter how you feel 
about him or his situations. 
You know his music and any-
thing that has his touch on it. 
     After him, we have Chris 
Brown, Usher, John Legend, 
Alica Keys, Beyonce, and 
much more. No matter the 
gender or what time they’re 
from, they all pluck our 
heartstrings and make us feel 
something so hard to explain 
we just can hum and move 
our heads.
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From Strangers to Family

     The 2019 football season 
has come to an end. It may 
have not been a season to be 
proud of but the players have 
developed not only as foot-
ball players, but as a family. 
They started their journey 
June 3, 2019 almost imme-
diately after the 2018-2019 
school year ended with an 
almost entirely new coaching 
staff. 

     They grinded, they fought, 
they lost and gained new 
players as well as some play-
ers returning from the previ-
ous year. The season was a 
whirlwind of anger, happi-
ness, and foresight looking 
towards the next season. 

     There have been many 
standout players on offense 
and defense this season, some 
you may not expect. Starting 
on the offense, the player 
who stands out the most is 
#11 Raheem Parr. Raheem 
had over 200 yards in the 
game against Champaign 
Centennial and averages a 
little over 100 yards a game. 
He’s arguably one of the 
best players on the team and 
had so much fire and energy 
on the field. Parr fought for 
every yard. 

     Next off, the leader of the 
offense, #2 Jarvis Bell. He 
was the starting safety last 
year and he transitioned to 
the quarterback this year. Bell 
had over 100 rushing yards 
this season in a Lamar Jack-
son fashion. 
     
One of the best athletes in 
the school and the district, 
#5 Jaha Jackson. Jaha had al-
most 400 receiving yards this 
season and he’s only a junior. 
Along with those yards Jack-
son went viral on Hudl with 
the video of his one hand 
catch and touchdown racking 
in 113,313 views and they 
continue to rise. 

defense and a lot of the time 
tried to carry the load when 
the offense didn’t get it done 
on their end. As the sea-
son went on, the team went 
through turmoil and fights. 
However, every player that 
finished with this team are 
forever brothers.

     Honorable mentions 
include the following, #6 
Anthony Ridley Jr., #75 
Dakota Moss, #78 Marsalis 
Botley, #74 Brian Rocket 
and #73 DeVale Thornton. 
Each of these players went 
through some sort of hardship 
during the season whether it 
was injuries or family issues.  
They stayed with the team 
the whole season and brought 
the team together as a whole. 
Everyone had a role on this 
team, and everyone played to 
the best of their abilities. 

Varsity Falcons after their first win against Champaign Centennial.

     The fourth and fifth stand-
outs on the offense are #7 
Parrion Forrest and #13 Jalen 
McGregor. Parrion had over 
100 receiving yards at the 
slot along with Jalen having 
just over 100 also. These 
two had such a connection 
on the offense they came up 
with combination routes and 
blocking calls on their side. 
“BS” and “BE” was used 
throughout the season to ex-
ecute certain plays and they 
knew each other’s strengths 
and switched spots on occa-
sion by midseason to utilize 
those strengths. 

     On the defense, there are 
many bright stars on this 
team. Starting with #12 David 
Doss. David was an amazing 
force on the defense. In the 
beginning he started at cor-
nerback, but got eventually 
moved to strong safety after 
the defense became short-
handed. David has always 
been an amazing corner, but 
he absolutely dominated at 
his new spot and brought 
confidence every time he 
stepped on the field. 
     
     #40 Giovanni Harris, Gio, 
as everyone calls him, was the 
leader on the Falcon defense 
and the team as a whole. He 
fought through every inju-
ry he could and never gave 
up. Gio and David were the 
sparks on the defense along 
with the bright stars on the 
team, #20 Zakai Johnson and 
#70 Michael Mooty. 

     Zakai and Michael seemed 
to go hand in hand in stop-
ping the run game and 
brought so much energy and 
fun onto the field no matter 
what happened. They gave it 
110% every snap and contin-
ued to learn throughout the 
season. 

     Each of these players 
brought so much power to the

The 2019 Varsity Falcons didn’t have the expected season but, bonds were built and stars were shining!
By  Jalen McGregor

The senior Falcons after the last home game.

Saying goodbye to the 2019-2020 Senior Players: 

#2 Jarvis Bell                   #6 Anthony Ridley  #11 Raheem Parr   

#13 Jalen McGregor     #18 Kaleb Washington #50 Lonell Foster  
 
#55 Ronald Hodskins               #70 Michael Mooty   #74 Marsalis Botley  
   
#80 Michael Brown               #81 Eric Johnson  #3 Dajun Edwards  



We are the Spirit of the School
By Ashley Wilkerson

     Where does Thornridg-
es’ supporting spirit come 
from? Well, according to 
Jayla Simmons, it’s the cheer 
team. While it is underrated, 
controversial and flamboyant, 
cheer is a positive, inter-
active, competitive sport. 
Although some do not view 
it as a real sport, most would 
disagree. Cheering is the 
encouraging heart, energetic 
body and uplifting spirit of a 
school. 
     The cheer team is known 
for their notorious, exuberant 
practice hours. Generally 
practicing from  3:00 pm - 
5:30 pm on weekdays and 
from 4:00 pm -7:00 p.m. on 
weekends. The team drills 
chants, executing stunts, per-
fecting balance, and special 
event routines: which are 
huge elements of cheer. Team 
bonding is also an important 
element. It is vital for teams 
to have a true connection 
including trust and care. 
     Being a cheer member 
comes with benefits, like 
strong-bonded sisterhoods, 
flexibility, discipline and 
learning to work with peers. 
If a stunt isn’t precisely 
executed, if there’s incorrect 
landings, or if someone’s 
timing is off for a number 
count, there is a risk of bro-
ken or fractured bones,death, 
concussions or other intense 
brain injuries, or competition 
loses. Some students find it

difficult to properly balance 
having the time to be both an 
athlete and being a successful 
student. Without proper study 
habits and time management 
skills, this can overwhelm 
any athlete.
     An overwhelmed student 
can be frustrated and unfo-
cused. Coaches are known to 
accommodate students and 
their schedules. This is why it 
is important for cheer mem-
bers to have the right mental 
state in timed performance 
competitions. In competi-
tions, there are four judges 
to critique schools from 
different districts. Having 
rigorous practices stretch-
ing from 11:00 a.m. to 4:00 
p.m. on weekends with their 
dance coach: the cheer team 
is determined to show their 
dedication. There, they will 
embrace the authenticity of 
competing in their sport. 
     Movies like the 2000 
American teen cheerleading 
comedy, “Bring It On”, por-
tray  an inaccurate represen-
tation of the aspects of cheer 
in high school. They are, 
however, similar to college 
cheerleaders. Cheer uniforms, 
freestyling, and customs dif-
fer in high school and college 
cheer. College cheer teams 
have more stunt and trick 
oriented freedom. Certain 
restrictions such as hair, nails, 
stunts, ages, grades and attire 
are important factors that 
contribute to the difference 
in high school and college 
cheer. 
     Shalei’a Hart and Jayla 
Simmons, of Thornridge’s

cheer team,say their greatest 
memory was being the home 
opener of a Bull’s Game. The 
combined District 205 squad 
had only 3 days to rehearse 
with a Thornwood alumni 
choreographer.  They were set 
to perform a 10-15 minute 
performance with one solo 
per school  on October 26, 
2019. It was an easy, enter-
taining, and upbeat afrocen-
tric dance routine. The crowd 
was cheering with enthusiasm 
as the jumbo-tron captured 
the anxious Thornton Town-
ship cheerleaders. Due to 
their determined practices, 
there was little nervousness 
before or during the act. The 
event was filled with ecstatic 
and positive vibes. 
     Afterwards, there may 
have been some tension 
arising from Thornridge and 
Thornwood. As they were all 
instructed to form around 
the Bull’s Head mascot for 
a picture, Thornridge and 
Thornton cheer members 
were attempting to capture 
the moment on their phones. 
When Thornwood began to 
bombard everyone to go to 
the front, it started havoc and 
disagreements.  The moment 
was diffused and afterward, 
they attended the Bulls’ game 
in nosebleed seats. 
     Cheer is not just a sport 
but a bond to influence the 
audience to encourage teams. 
This is why cheer is the 
encouraging heart, energetic 
body, and uplifting spirit of 
Thornridge.

Erica Ross and Jayla Simmons in cheer formation!
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Lady Falcon Bowlers
By Aniah Hurst

     “Okay, okay, ladies, now 
let’s get in formation,”

- Beyoncé

     On December 3, 2019,  
the Thornridge Varsity Girls 
bowling team made their first 
start at Tinley Park Bowl 
going up against the tough 
competitors which includ-
ed Rich South. Like most 
schools competing for that 
day, Thornridge girls had to 
bring everything they had to 
ensure a successful game. 
With an overall score, 1043 
to 817, the  Thornridge Girls 
Varsity team did not  win 
against their opponents. They 
showed excellent skills and 
sportsmanship.
    

Lady Falcons: Erin Miller (So), Madison Baker (So), and Michelle Gonzalez (TW-So) 

     Game one was a progres-
sive moment for the varsity 
team. The girls showed that 
they wanted to win by their 
determination, focus, and 
team spirit.  Thornridge had 
an overall score of 817 and 
Rich South had a score of 
1043. 

      Though Thornridge girls 
weren’t the victors of this 
game they still proved they 
could play. Soon, they’ll 
show that they can win the 
game. So lookout next com-
petition because Thornridge 
girls might just be taking 
home the win.

     
     

TR  Varsity Cheer performs a rally cry during halftime!



     The sophomore game that 
is. On the day of December 
10, 2019, the Thornridge 
High School Basketball Team 
suffered a close defeat to the 
Thornwood High School Bas-
ketball Team. For the most 
part, the mighty Falcons put 
up a good fight. Yeah, they 
started off shakey, trailing be-
hind the first quarter by two 
points. But, they came back 
with the points scoring 16 
in the second quarter. They, 
however, fell off a little:only 
scoring 12 points while the 
opponents scored 13. As they 
battled with all the strength, 
skill, and power they had 
left. it just was not enough. 
After failing to pass the ball 
sufficiently, the team missed 
out on well-needed points 
to take that close game. The 
score came out to be 46 - 49. 
Sorry to say that Thornridge 
High was not the victorious 
group of individuals who had 
49 points. But on the bright 
side, the players that played 
had outstanding stats and are 
making progress. Personally, 
I think that teamwork should 
be practiced a little more and 
this team will be unstoppable.
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There is Always 
Room for 

Improvement

By Correy Wright

Fighting Falcon Boys 
Basketball 

Southland Suburban Conference standings under long time 
Head Coach, Rocky Hill

Overall 4-10            *Conference 1-7

 

Date Opponent Result 

11/25  Douglass (Chicago, IL)  (W) 79 - 19 

12/4  DuSable (Chicago, IL)  (W) 63 - 34 

12/6  @ Bloom (Chicago Heights, IL)  (L) 67 - 41 

12/10  Thornwood (South Holland, IL) (L) 53 - 52 

12/13  Kankakee (Kankakee, IL)  (L) 60 - 36 

12/17  @ Crete-Monee (Crete, IL)  (W) 53 - 42 

12/23  Butler (Chicago, IL)  (W) 54 - 31 

12/26  Rich East (Park Forest, IL)  (L) 59 - 46 

12/27  @ Rich South (Richton Park, IL)  (L) 58 - 51 

12/28 Clark (Chicago, IL)  (L) 71 - 56 

1/3 @ Rich East (Park Forest, IL)  (L) 60 - 48 

1/7  Rich Central (Olympia Fields, IL) (L) 44 - 43 

1/10  Thornton (Harvey, IL) (L) 65 - 43 

1/14  @ Rich South (Richton Park, IL) (L) 87 - 72 

1/18 
9:00a 

Southland College Prep 
(Matteson, IL) 

No score reported  
at press time 

1/24 
6:30p 

Bloom (Chicago Heights, IL) 
Game Details: Thornridge High 
School 

 

1/28 
6:30p 

@ Thornwood (South Holland, 
IL) 
Game Details: Thornwood High 
School, Main Gym 

 

Stats and standings provided by Maxpreps.com

1/31 
6:30p 

@ Kankakee (Kankakee, IL) 
Location: Kankakee High School 

 

2/4 
6:00p 

Crete-Monee (Crete, IL) 
Game Details: Thornridge High 
School, Main Gym 

 

2/7 
6:00p 

Rich East (Park Forest, IL) 
Game Details: Thornridge High 
School, Main Gym 

 

2/14 
6:00p 

@ Rich Central (Olympia Fields, 
IL) 
Location: Rich Central High School 

 

2/18 
6:00p 

@ Thornton (Harvey, IL) 
Game Details: Thornton Township 
High School, Main Gym 

 

2/21 
6:00p 

Rich South (Richton Park, IL) 
Game Details: Thornridge High 
School, Main Gym 

 

 

Senior Jaha Jackson 
getting buckets

Grant Hall (sr) looks past TW 
defender Jakadi 

Frazier for ball action.

Justin Clark (sr)

Demitrius Bolden (sr)

Lady Falcon 
Basketball 

Date Oppo
nent Result 

11/18 TF 
North  

(L) 35 - 
26 

11/21 @ Rich 
South  

(L) 67 - 
28 

12/5 Bloom  (L) 54 - 
22 

12/7 Comer  
•  

(L) 74 - 
21 

12/12 @ Kan
kakee  

•  

(L) 108 - 
24 

12/13 IC 
Cath 
Prep   

(L) 55 - 
29 

12/14 Breme
n 

•  

(L) 61 - 
29 

12/16 Payton 
Prep 

(L) 46 - 
37 

12/17 @ Oak 
Forest  

•  

(L) 55 - 
30 

12/21 Ogden 
Intern
ational  

(W) 39 - 
35 

12/21 Solorio (W) 48 - 
33 

12/23 Brooks  (L) 36 - 
35 

12/26 Schurz 
•  

(W) 44 - 
42 (OT) 

1/3 Rich 
East  

(L) 58 - 
21 

1/7 @ Rich 
Cent 

(L) 50 - 
48 

1/9 @ TT (L) 60 - 
27 

1/14  Rich 
South  

(L) 68 - 
33 

1/23 
6:30p 

Bloom 
(Chicago 
Heights, 
IL) 

 

1/28 
6:00p 

TW 
Details: 
TR Main 
Gym 

•  

 

1/30 
6:00p 

Kanka
kee 
Details: 
TR Main 
Gym 

 

2/4 
6:00p 

@ 
Crete-
Monee 
(Crete, 
IL) 

 

2/6 
6:00p 

@  
Rich 
East   

 

2/11 
6:00p 

TT 
Details: 
TR Main 
Gym 

 

2/13 
6:00p 

Rich 
Cent   

 

 


